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& E-Anton Pimp Martin

Hippos are better than turtles Janina. Screw turtles.

Now that | have spent 3 weeksin Taiwan aready, | have already made myself a rough picture of what
IS going to expect me. Taiwan is a beautiful country and the people are very culturally oriented but
helpful. | am going to take a two-week break from school from the 16™ of December to the 2™ of Janu-
ary to travel around the island with my girlfriend. She has already bought the flight because | talked so
good about Taiwan and | can’t wait to show her this beautiful country. If you want, | can ask her if she
wants to come visit this school for a couple of hours after our trip through Taiwan. | am looking for-
ward to introducing her to the school staff and show her Back in Berlin | had been preparing to go to
Taichung or Taipel. Not alittle town like Shihu. That was a great surprise for me. | had been expecting
to go to acity. They told me about where | would stay after | arrived here which probably contributed
to the fact that | am having minor troubles adjusting. My host parents are doing their best to show me
the traditional culture but are not leaving me with much freedom which is very weird for mer. But |
will have to adjust | guess. The people at the school are very nice and open. | would like them to try to
talk in Chinese with me because then | could practice my Chinese. The only really stupid thing about
school hereisthat Thiago and | are not allowed to go to the 7/11 during school and that we are treated
like children here. In Germany | was alowed to go outside of school whenever | wanted to because
people knew they could trust me and that | wasreliable. | like the fact that | can go to the weight room,
although it would be even better if | could go every day. Sports at school is very important to me be-
cause that is the only hobby | can do her. After school | don’t have time or energy for anything because
school isso long here. So | would really appreciateit if | were allowed to go to the weight room when-
ever | wanted to.

All'in al I feel very welcomed here. The people are helpful and modest. | also have to adjust to the
poverty here and the trash lying around on the streets. The streets here are very dirty for my standard
and the shops are very unhygienic. | have already gotten sick 2 times. But my body will adjust to that
too. | think basically all | have to do is adjust and change. That is what my host dad also awaystells
me. “When in Rome, live like the Romans!” But that iswhy | came here. To experience something
new, something that | will remember for the rest of my life. It has already been avery memorable 3
weeks and | am sure that my year here in Taiwan will show me alot of new perspectives on how one
can life and maybe even a new meaning of life. Back in Berlin everybody is raised to believe that one
shall always be independent, one should never have to rely on others. | was raised to do what | think is
right and not what other people tell me to believeisright. In Germany we are very independent and
start to not have as much contact with the parents when you turn 16. Here with 16 oneisstill a child.
The parents are aways telling you what to do and they will make plans for you. They will basicaly
tell you how to live your life. | was amazed at first to see that the children here actually do that but |
soon realized that it is that way because of the culture. They do not know it any differently and that is
okay. | am not here to change others or be arebel, | am here to learn and adapt. That iswhy | came to
Taiwan and did not go to the USA or anything like that. Like | say, Taiwan is a beautiful island and |
am excited to explore the island with my girlfriend in December! And | am looking forward to spend-
ing more time with the locals to get to know the culture, language, and how to cook.

. Greetings Anton



= PHEF- Carolina Fernandez Martinez

My life in Taiwan has been an incredible experience so far! Everything is different here,
food, people and costumes and even though | miss my Mexico so much it’s nothing | can’t
get used to. My family has been redly nice to me, they help me with my Chinese and they
are very patient, we understand each other even though we don’t speak the same language,
they never get angry if | forget something | had to do and | always try my best to do exactly
what they expect me to do and it has been working because we get along really well. | have
an older host sister but she doesn’t live at home so when she comes to visit | like spending
time with her and we take the time to talk about my new daily life, how | have been getting
used to it and how my Chinese has been improving. | also have ayounger host sister who is
in Mexico as an exchange student as well. At school my classmates are very nice, they try
their best to make usfeel part of the group and they created a dynamic so they teach us 5
new words in Chinese every day, they tell us what to do, and how to do it and they have
been very friendly, they make us feel special when they seem to be interested in our coun-
tries so as we learn about their culture we are also sharing some of ours to our new friends.
Our teachers have understood our situation and they chose very easy courses for us so we
can participate as we learn in class. Taiwan is agreat country; the food is different but good
| have tried everything my host parents asked me to! Everything is different even my every
day life, taking a bus to school, having a duty, having 10 minute break between classes,
having lunch in the classroom, having arest time and finishing school so late. Everything
has been a change for me but as time passes | ’ve been feeling more and more comfortable
with Taiwanese culture, the places |’ve been are beautiful and very interesting and |’m very
thankful for being here and | can’t wait to learn the language so | can communicate with the
wonderful people who is making my stay enjoyable. I’m looking forward for becoming one
of you for these months left and | know | will. Time goes by really fast so | have to enjoy
every minute in your beautiful country. I’m very lucky for being here and I’m really com-
fortable in this culture exchange and once | get completely used to living here | know it will
be hard to go back to my normal life after spending so much time and sharing so many ex-
periences with these wonderful people.

EFg- Thiago Pinto Ferreira TR

My lifein Taiwan
First thingsfirst, | came to Taiwan as a recommendation of my Rotary Club, | said that |
wanted to learn Chinese, and they told me this was the place. | did not go looking for eve-
rything about Taiwan, actually, before coming here, | did not know anything, not even my
city here. | Did that to not create expectations.

My life, since | got here on August 20th has been good, my family went to Taipei to pick
me up, we came back by car that day, and it was probably like 32« C. | got to know my
family in thisfirst day, but the next day | had to go to the exchange Camp, we spent one
week there, with all the other exchange students, most of my time there | was with the
other Brazilians, and most of them were still missing Brazil and their family and also,
missing speaking Portuguese (already). Well, the other Brazilians are not me, there | made
alot of friends, both, Taiwanese and from other countries, there was the first time | met
Anton and Caro. I've had alot of fun until now, mainly going to Taichung with Anton, but
that's another day story, we have fun in the school too, being famous just for being differ-
ent, that brings good things, but some bad, like too much attention and racism. But most of
the time the Taiwanese are very nice to me.
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