LESSON 4
A King in Danger
HENEH

Tiger, tiger, burning bright

In the forests of the night ...

These are the opening lines of an English poem® that was written over 200 years
ago. It describes the great power and beauty of the tiger. This amazing animal can
weigh? up to 360 kilograms® and run at over 60 kilometers an hour. Its roar® can be
heard three kilometers away, yet it can be as quiet as a mouse. Tigers are skillful®
hunters, so why are there so few of them now? More than 100,000 tigers lived in the
forests, mountains, and marshes® of Asia when this poem was written. At present,
there are only about 3,900 in the wild.

Human behavior, of course, is what has put tigers on the list of endangered®
animals. People have caused tiger numbers to decrease6 through hunting and
destruction’ of their natural habitats®. Killing tigers is no longer legal®, but it still
occurs. Their beautiful coats® are highly valued™® on some black markets®, and
their body parts are used to make traditional medicine. What’s more, as human
populations™* have grown, tigers have been forced™ out of their habitats. Where they
now live covers a much smaller area. In fact, it is just seven percentl3 of what it was
100 years ago.

Conservation® organizations14 have been trying hard to protect tigers. Most
countries where tigers are found have established nature reserves™, and the World
Wildlife Fund® has set a goal of doubling™® the number of tigers in the wild by 2022.
The tiger is still in danger of extinction”, however. In fact, ordinary people can help
by donating’’ money and refusing'® to buy their body parts. We must all
contribute'® what we can if we want this glorious® king of the forest to carry on
“burning bright” in the future.
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