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Reading
Some buildings are so famous that they can 1r______t a whole country. In the case of India, this building is without 2q______n the Taj Mahal. It is often called one of the new seven wonders of the world. The Taj Mahal stands in Agra, and is 3m______e of the finest white marble. It was 4c______ed in 1648, and has a large white “onion dome,” which is 5a______d 35 meters high and surrounded by four smaller domes. Though it looks like a 6p______e, the Taj Mahal is actually a tomb, and has a 7s______l love story behind it.
India was once 8r______ed by the emperor Shah Jahan. When he was still a prince, he 9m______ied a Persian princess. After he became emperor, he gave her a new name: Mumtaz Mahal, which can be 10t______ed as “Jewel of the Palace.” Shah Jahan was deeply 11______ love with her, and nothing could 12s______e them. Wherever Shah Jahan went, his beloved Mumtaz 13a______ied him. When she 14t______lly died in childbirth in 1631, he was heartbroken.
Shah Jahan was 15o______e with terrible grief, and swore he would never forget Mumtaz. He would do whatever was necessary to keep her 16m______y alive. The year after her 17d______h, he ordered the construction of a 18m______t tomb as her final resting place. He 19g______red the best builders and finest materials from all over, and the tomb took 17 years to complete.
Shah Jahan 20d______ded perfection, and most people would agree he got it. The area around the Taj Mahal contains a 21b______l garden, a mosque, a pool that 22r______ts the building beautifully, and the tomb of Shah Jahan himself, who wished to be buried with his wife. Now, it is India’s most famous tourist 23s______e, and attracts millions of visitors. Its name means “24c______n of palaces,” and it stands as a lasting 25m______t to an emperor’s undying love.

